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F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

his is the fourth straight year Kiwanis International 
has reported a loss from operations. In fiscal year 2015, the 
operating loss, before any investment return or losses, was 
US$1.554 million as compared to operating losses of US$3.059 
million in FY2014; US$826,000 in FY2013 and US$613,000 
in FY2012. Unfortunately, we also realized investment losses 
of US$899,000 in FY2015 that increased the overall deficit to 
US$2.453 million.

We are disappointed with the overall deficit but pleased that 
operating losses were half of last year’s losses (US$1.554 million 
vs. US$3.058 million). This clearly demonstrates the Board 
of Trustee’s strong commitment to improving the operating 
performance of the organization. Unfortunately, the market 
downturn greatly affected our bottom line, as did some one-
time expenditures related to the 100th year anniversary 
(US$711,000) and the continued decline in membership (2.4 
percent decline).  

“Because of investment losses, the overall net loss widened 
considerably as compared to last year (US$2.453 million in 
FY2015 vs. US$1.19 million in FY2014),” says Jim Rochford, 
vice president of Kiwanis International. “But, keep in mind 
that the Kiwanis family recognized an overall surplus of 
US$8.104 million. The Kiwanis International Foundation 
and Kiwanis Youth Programs Inc. (which includes Key Club 
International) continue to post positive results. Nevertheless, 
the organization is committed to The Formula and to rebuilding 
our membership.” 

Bob Broderick 
Chief Financial Officer 
Kiwanis International
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K I W A N I S   I N T E R N A T I O N A L   F O U N D A T I O N 

It all began with 25 silver dollars. That’s 
the donation Walter Zeller made in 
1940—the first in our history. The larger 
idea behind Zeller’s gift: Inspire fellow 

Kiwanians to build on that donation. 

And they did.

At the end of 2014–15, the Kiwanis 
International Foundation had total assets of 
more than US$47 million. 

Our foundation is strong and growing—and 
people are noticing. In the past three years, 
programs and services expanded by more 
than 35 percent each year. And in 2015, 
Charity Navigator recognized the Kiwanis 
International Foundation with its exceptional 
four-star rating, acknowledging sound fiscal 
management and proven commitment to 
accountability and transparency.

“Only a quarter of the charities reviewed by 
Charity Navigator achieved this ranking, 
indicating that we outperform many charities 

in the United States,” says Ann Updegraff 
Spleth, chief operating officer of the 
foundation. “Receiving four out of a possible 
four stars indicates that our foundation adheres 
to good governance and other best practices 
that increase donor confidence.

“We place the highest priority on integrity and 
transparency. Our members deserve nothing 
less as we transform their generosity into 
financial assistance to serve the children of the 
world.

“When donors make a gift, we make it work.”

Our foundation makes it work when disasters 
strike. In December 2014, the Kiwanis Club of 
Teluk Intan, Malaysia, received a grant to assist 
with flooding that hindered the community. 
The New Zealand-South Pacific District also 
received disaster-relief funding when faced with 
the aftermath of Cyclone Pam, which hit in 
March 2015. Disaster-relief grants empower 
Kiwanians to feed, clothe and shelter children 
and families affected by catastrophe.

You make a gift,  
  we make it work.

By serving as a partner to clubs, districts, 
district foundations and members, our 
foundation helps the Kiwanis family change 
children’s lives—often in ways clubs and 
districts couldn’t otherwise afford. Donor 
generosity made it possible for the Kiwanis 
International Foundation to grant funds to 40 
projects in 2014–15.

Our foundation makes it work through grants 
that specifically serve children. In Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, local Kiwanis members made 
it their mission to ensure children receive a 
quality education. With the help of a Kiwanis 
International Foundation grant, the club 
refurbished the school—and revitalized its 
students and faculty.

The Providence-Montego Bay club created a 
lunch room and sickbay, with tiling and paint 
for each. The bathrooms were upgraded with 
new toilets and wash basins—and enclosures 
that separate the boys’ and girls’ facilities.
Years of work went into refurbishing the 
school for its 78 students, ages 3 to 5. For 
the Providence-Montego Bay club, it is a 
culmination of their hard work and support. 
It is also a standing symbol of the ways gifts to 
our foundation change lives.

“The tears of joy are a testament that we 
have accomplished our objective,” says Janice 
McGrowther, club member. “The children 
even sang us a song of thanks.”

And our foundation makes it work by 
providing better futures for the children of 
the world. Through The Eliminate Project, 
Kiwanis International and UNICEF are 
closing in on another humanitarian victory: 

eliminating maternal and neonatal tetanus 
(MNT). In 2014–15, Kiwanis made great 
strides toward our US$110 million promise, 
generating US$30 million in cash, pledges and 
a Canadian government match. This includes 
more than 1,000 Centennial Award gifts made 
in honor of Kiwanis’ 100-year history.

“Kiwanis’ focus on this disease has brought 
much-needed funds crucial to implementing 
immunization campaigns and educating 
women on safe birthing practices, which 
in turn, can save lives,” says Caryl Stern, 
president and CEO of the U.S. Fund for 
UNICEF. “Without the help of the Kiwanis 
family, UNICEF would not be able to deliver 
vaccines to nearly as many underserved 
communities where MNT remains a health 
threat. Kiwanis, along with our other partners, 
are making a tremendous impact.”

During 2014–15, India, Mauritania and 
Cambodia celebrated victories over the deadly 
disease. “One might wonder how a village 
in Cambodia hindered by poverty and filled 
with basic huts could be transformed into 
a vaccination campaign site. Yet UNICEF 
and its local supporters make it work, in 
Cambodia and villages around the world,” 
adds Europe 2 Region Coordinator Gabriele 
Neumayr-Stof, who visited Cambodia in 
2015. “Our donations help make these kinds 
of activities possible, protecting mothers and 
babies around the world.”

A gift to the Kiwanis International Foundation 
makes a positive impact near and far. Today, 
tomorrow and forever. Learn more about the 
Kiwanis International Foundation at kiwanis.
org/foundation. 

“The tears of joy are a testament 
that we have accomplished our 
objective.”

http://kiwanis.org/foundation
http://kiwanis.org/foundation
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In an aging elementary school on New 
York’s Staten Island, members of a 
K-Kids club talked with excitement as 
they explained their service projects to 

2014–15 Kiwanis International President 
John Button, a few members of the All Island 
Kiwanis Club and some New York District 
leaders.

The kids had prepared maps of countries 
where maternal and neonatal tetanus was 
no longer a threat because of The Eliminate 
Project. They presented pictures they drew of 
club members volunteering at school functions 
and talked about helping a classmate who 
had been ill. They were excited to learn about 
the Inukshuk, a rock formation used to point 
the way ahead in Canada, President Button’s 
home country. 

“What makes you want to be a member of 
K-Kids?” Dr. Button asked. One boy’s hand 
shot up almost immediately.

“I want to be in K-Kids because I can help 
other kids who might not have as much as I 
do,” he said. Other kids chimed in with a few 
yeses and me toos … kids who understand the 
value of service and helping others. Kids who 
are the future of Kiwanis.

As Kiwanis International celebrated its centen-
nial year with a whistle stop tour around the 
world, moments like the one in Public School 
22 on Staten Island reaffirmed the mission of 
the global service organization. For 100 years, 
Kiwanis has helped others, mostly children, by 
offering a hand or lending an ear. Kids need 
Kiwanis. 

Kids need
     Kiwanis
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It started small, in a storefront in 
Detroit, Michigan, USA, with several 
businessmen who wanted a networking 
group. Not content to serve only one 
another, the group changed focus and 

a volunteer service organization was born. 
International status soon followed with a 
club in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. More 
clubs opened across the United States and 
Canada. By 1920, more than 28,000 members 
in 267 clubs had a common goal, and “We 
Build” became the motto. Within four years, 
membership tripled to 1,200 clubs. Later, 
clubs were formed in Europe, South America 
and Asia. Clubs for high school and college 
students were developed along with clubs for 
younger kids and for adults with disabilities. 

Over the years more clubs were opened, 
programs were solidified and milestones 
were celebrated. Women were admitted in 
1987. Efforts to eliminate diseases around 
the world were undertaken. And in 2015, the 
organization reached its 100th anniversary, 
calling for a worldwide celebration.

How does a global service organization 
celebrate a singular event? With Kiwanis it 
was simple. Because of the focus on children, 
an opportunity to offer the gift of play was 
developed. What better way to celebrate a 
monumental anniversary than with a gift to 
support the children of the world? 

Kiwanis partner Landscape Structures Inc., a 
playground manufacturer, became central to 
the celebration. Working with Kiwanis, LSI 
developed centennial-themed playgrounds 
in several formats and sizes, something clubs 
of varying capabilities could give to their 
communities to memorialize the Kiwanis 
milestone. Supported by Kiwanis International 
Foundation grants, several districts gave the 
gift of play to children in their corner of the 
world. 

Working with districts and clubs, a dozen 
cities were selected for a Centennial Tour. 
Celebrations were planned. Playground 
groundbreakings, dedications or ribbon 
cutting ceremonies were scheduled. Club 
events were organized, including meetings 
and service projects that featured the entire 
Kiwanis family—from Key Club to Circle K 
to Aktion Club, K-Kids and Builders Club. 
All members of Kiwanis were encouraged to 
participate. Hospital visits were arranged with 
longtime Kiwanis partner Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals, and partner Nickelodeon 
provided costumes for popular cartoon 
characters such as Dora the Explorer and the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

More than 2,000 clubs ordered centennial 
party kits and held celebratory events 
throughout the year, honoring the 
international organization and the service 
activities in their communities. 

A Centennial
  Celebration
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
DISTRICT – SEATTLE, 
WASHINGTON AND REDMOND, 
OREGON 
All the work was worth it the morning 
the community broke ground for the new 
playground in Redmond, Oregon, USA. Kids 
of all abilities used small Kiwanis shovels to 
help turn the soil and prepare Sam Johnson 
Park for the new Hope Playground, an 
inclusive structure that would let everyone—

kids and adults of all 
abilities—play together. 

A true community project, 
the playground was the 
result of the Kiwanis Club of 
Redmond, a local mom’s club 
and the city government. 

“Redmond Kiwanis has been 
involved in the community 
since 1937, and we have 
helped on major projects in 
the past,” says club member 
Gary Ollerenshaw. “We 
were involved in the design, 
fundraising and assembly 
of Hope Playground. Our 
members went door-to-

door to raise donations to fund the park. 
Our goal was US$700,000, and we raised 
US$705,000.” 

GEORGIA DISTRICT – ATLANTA 
Young Olivia Harvey recognized the Kiwanis 
pins on the jackets worn by Kiwanis Governor 
Jimmy McCorlew and President Button. 
“You’re with Kiwanis. I know because I’m a 
member of Builders Club!” she exclaimed.

Olivia made the Kiwanis connection right 
away. Her parents, familiar with their 
daughter’s participation in the service club, 
didn’t realize it was part of Kiwanis. They were 
thrilled to meet Governor McCorlew and 
President Button at an event honoring Olivia, 
the Miracle Marvel Child for the CMN 
Hospital in Atlanta. Kiwanis members there 
hold fundraisers and support initiatives and 
programs for the three CMN hospitals in the 
area.

In Georgia, Kiwanis club members are serious 
about their service. Centennial celebrations 
there were managed by a retired two-star 
general, a retired lieutenant colonel and a 
retired gunnery sergeant. 

Wanting to make a lasting connection and a 
serious impact, the Georgia District looked far 
and wide for its centennial playground project. 
The group selected Tony Matthews Boys and 
Girls Club in Mableton, a community just 
west of Atlanta, where every weekday 168 kids 
arrive by bus from 12 different schools; 60 
percent of the kids are in elementary school. 
Despite a huge back yard, there was nothing 
outside for play. 

“We selected the Mableton club because the 
need there was the greatest, and because they 
were excited to work with us,” says Victoria 
Turney, chairwoman of the Georgia District’s 
centennial committee. “All they had was a 
field with plenty of outdoor space but nothing 
for the kids to do, and they were bused to a 
nearby park to play. We thought this was a 
great opportunity to give them a playground, 
something they could use and enjoy for years 
to come.” 

“Members 
went door-
to-door 
to raise 
donations 
to fund the 
park.”

“Detroit is 
proud of 
being the 
birthplace 
of Kiwanis.”

Garry Ollerenshaw from Kiwanis Club of Redmond 

Click to watch video of Kiwanians in Atlanta 
building the new playground.

BACK TO THE BEGINNING
While Kiwanis International was planning a 
year of celebration, the very first Kiwanis club, 
the Detroit No. 1 club, also was planning its 
100th anniversary, providing an opportunity 
to launch the year’s celebratory events in the 
birthplace of Kiwanis. A historical display was 
assembled, a band was hired, a cake was ordered 
and soon a celebration was in place. Of course, 
it took a year of planning to make it happen, 
but Eric Sabree, then president of the Detroit 
club, took it all in stride. Meetings were set, 

visits were planned and 
all the events rolled into 
place when Kiwanians from 
around the world hit the 
Motor City to begin the 
centennial celebrations. 

In Detroit, the No. 1 club’s legacy is giving 
books to kids. Inside each book, Kiwanis 
members place a special sticker, noting the book 
is a gift from Kiwanis. During a book giveaway 
at Cesar Chavez School, one little girl was 
excited to see the Kiwanis sticker in her book, 
saying, “My sister has a book with the same 
sticker!” 

The impact of Kiwanis does not go unnoticed.

“The highlight of the 100th anniversary of 
Kiwanis here in Detroit was the presence of 
so many Kiwanians from around the world,” 
says Sabree. “The service project at the No.1 
club’s Books for Kids warehouse was truly an 
international activity. Detroit is proud of being 
the birthplace of Kiwanis.” 

https://vimeo.com/130805695
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District members gathered in the spring to 
install the playground, all for the kids. And 
Turney's involvement in the project continued. 
One of the grants she sought came in after the 
playground was built; coupled with some late 
donations, the district was able to spend another 
US$15,000 on the playground.

“I asked Ken Erdoes, who works for LSI and 
who just happened to join my club (Marietta), 
what we could get from the club’s wish list 
to add on to the playground. He came back 
with several additional pieces, and now the 
playground will have a tire swing, a jungle gym 
and some bouncy seats. The gifts just keep on 
coming,” Turney says. 

FLORIDA DISTRICT – LAKE MARY, 
WINTER GARDEN AND ORLANDO 
A rainy day didn’t dampen the spirits of the 
Florida Kiwanians who came to dedicate a 
playground at Matthew’s Hope in Winter 
Garden. Partnering with Pastor Scott Billieu 
at the nonprofit he runs to help homeless 
children and adults was a natural, says Sharlene 
Dewitz, who led centennial celebration efforts 
in Florida. The playground, placed under some 
shade trees behind a church repurposed as an 
elementary school for Matthew’s Hope clients, 
gives kids a safe place to play during potentially 
frightening times. 

CALIFORNIA-NEVADA-
HAWAII DISTRICT – ANAHEIM, 
FULLERTON, LOS ANGELES, 
GLENDORA 
In Fullerton, Calififornia, Kiwanis members 
partnered with the Fullerton Parks Department 
and a local women’s club to refurbish a 
playground in Woodcrest Park. 

“It’s the way of the future, these partnerships,” 
District Governor Alan Guire says. “It’s a great 
day to be a Kiwanian.” Fullerton’s mayor noted 
the playground would be a key amenity in the 
refurbished park, made possible only because of 
the help of Kiwanis. 

It took the perseverance and work of many 
to make the playground a reality. Turning 
the first shovels of soil was a big draw for the 
community, judging by the crowd of kids 
gathered for the event. Of course, having Dora 

the Explorer and Up With People there 
didn’t hurt. Up With People, a Kiwanis 
partner, was in town to perform at the Key 
Club district convention, and they engaged 
the kids by singing cheery songs. A few of 
the singers also joined a visit to Children’s 
Hospital of Orange County, the local CMN 
hospital. 

At the Orange County Food Bank, Circle K 
International members from California State 
University Fullerton gathered to pack food 
boxes in an 85,000-square-foot warehouse 
filled with food donated by more than 400 
area charities. Cari Tam, one of the Circle K 
Cal State members, paused as she put beans, 
rice, cereal and powdered milk into a box. 

“It’s really unfortunate that you’d have to 
live for a month off this. It makes you think 
about what you waste. We don’t talk about 
it as much as we should,” she said, vowing 
to bring up the topic at a future meeting. 
Volunteering at the food bank was just one 
of many projects selected by the college 
students.

In Glendora, Key Clubbers also were 
packing boxes. Instead of essentials, these 

boxes contained 
treats for members of 
the armed services, 
stationed far from 
home. With military 
precision, youth 
members picked up 
a box and traveled 
through an obstacle 
course of items such as socks, gum, candy, 
razors, books and magazines, all destined for 
Bahrain. 

Lt. Dewey Walker of the U.S. Coast Guard 
stopped by to collect the boxes and thank 
the volunteers. “It really does mean a great 
deal when you’re deployed to get something 
like this,” he said. “My dad was a member 
of Kiwanis in northwest Minnesota where 
I grew up, so I appreciate this service to the 
community.”

TAIWAN DISTRICT – TAICHUNG
The centennial celebration in Taiwan 
centered on The Eliminate Project: 
Kiwanis eliminating maternal and neonatal 
tetanus. The Eliminate Project is of utmost 
importance to Kiwanis members in Taiwan. 

“It’s a great 
day to be a 
Kiwanian.”

Click to watch video of Florida Kiwanians in 
action.

Dora the Explorer joined Up With People to help Californians celebrate the new playground.

https://vimeo.com/118623900
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All of this was only a warm-up for the 
Malaysia Kiwanians. The next day started 
the Kiwanis energy off right at the Kiwanis 
Down Syndrome Foundation National Centre. 
Kiwanis members have worked to provide a 
location for education and training for the 
children with Down syndrome who are often 
marginalized in Malaysia. Kiwanians are 
recognized for their devotion to the children 
and the ways in which the centers have come to 
the aid of the children and their families. 

MISSOURI-ARKANSAS  
DISTRICT – ST. LOUIS, 
MAPLEWOOD AND  
TROY, MISSOURI
John Kinion is that guy. He’s the one who 
rallies the troops, organizes the projects and 
sources the materials. It was Kinion who 
worked with his Kiwanis club and the city of 
Troy to replace an aging playground in a park 
at the fairgrounds. No longer able to get parts 
for the old metal structure, demolition was 
planned. In stepped Kinion, the Kiwanis Club 
of Troy, the Kiwanis International Foundation 
and the Missouri-Arkansas District of Kiwanis. 
Funds were raised, a playground was selected 
and pretty soon construction was underway. 
The playground was dedicated on a clear spring 
day while Troy club chefs grilled brats and 
burgers and kids gathered to swing, climb and 
crawl around the new structure. 

Thanking the crowd, Kinion gave credit to 
the local operations of Toyota, a partner in the 
fundraising, and Toyota returned the love. “The 
Kiwanis organization has done many things 
locally, and the impact was always positive. 
That made it easy for us to say yes,” said Charlie 
Thompson, retired Toyota vice president. 

At Richmond Heights High School in 
Maplewood, 31 students gathered in the media 
center on a Friday night—a vacation day from 
school—to attend the charter ceremonies of 
the new Maplewood-Richmond Heights Key 
Club. Their president, John Ahm, researched 
the idea of a Key Club after participating in 
some local volunteer service events. In short 
order he lined up a school sponsor, found help 
from area Kiwanis clubs and gathered friends 
and schoolmates to join. The club provides food 
for students who would go without meals when 
school is not in session. 

“We feel we are making history here,” Ahm 
says. 

President John Button joins members of Kiwanis, the mayor and other dignitaries as they cut the 
ribbon dedicating the new playground in Troy, Missouri.

Click to watch video of Kiwanians in Troy, 
Missouri, as they create new play spaces for kids.

Members endorsed a US$7 million pledge as 
they understand how important it is to finance 
the vaccination campaigns that will protect 
millions of babies and their mothers from 
MNT. President Button traveled the district 
with the Kiwanis governor who had arranged 
meetings with current and potential donors. 
Button told them of his experience meeting 
the women and children at risk from this 
preventable disease. 

“Deep in the heart of Africa, we are seeing 
Kiwanis make a difference,” he told one 
supporter. “This pledge will go a long way to 
ensure every community has access to safe and 
clean birthing practices.”

But it wasn’t all work during the visit. The 
district held a giant birthday party and invited 
all the district’s dignitaries on stage to blow out 
the candles on a special cake. They had one 
collective wish: for a world free of maternal and 
neonatal tetanus.

 

MALAYSIA 
DISTRICT – 
JOHOR, IPOH 
AND KUALA 
LUMPUR
Dedication of a 
new playground in 
Johor at the Taman 
Teratai Playground 
was made possible 
by a grant from the 
Kiwanis International 
Foundation and 
fundraising by Malaysia 
District Kiwanians. 
The new, colorful 
playground provides a 
place for imagination 
and exercise. Children ran to the playground 
the moment the ribbon was cut. 

The Kiwanis Club of Ipoh celebrated the cen-
tennial in a most creative way. They organized 
a carnival for 100 children who had been 
orphaned, not by death, but by abandonment. 
Before the event, each child was asked to list 
three items they wanted. During the carnival, 
the children participated for 100 minutes in 
10 activities, ranging from bean bag tossing to 
bowling with coconuts. At the end of each, ev-
ery child received a prize. They were all winners. 

As the carnival ended, every child was invited 
onto the stage and given a gift from their wish 
list, ranging from guitars to bicycles to fancy 
gowns. The children beamed with delight, and 
their hosts and guardians were moved to tears. 
Never, had these children felt so special.  

They had 
one collective 
wish—for a 
world free 
of maternal 
and neonatal 
tetanus.

https://vimeo.com/113436686
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NEW YORK DISTRICT – STATEN 
ISLAND, MANHATTAN AND 
LONG ISLAND
Helping a community struggling to rebuild a 
playground damaged by Superstorm Sandy was 
the perfect project for the New York District 
of Kiwanis. The playground, at Frances X. 
Hegarty School in Island Park on Long Island, 
needed to be razed, raised and rebuilt before it 
would be safe for kids. 

As the center of the neighborhood, homes 
in various states of reconstruction from 
the storm surround the school. During the 
groundbreaking for the new playground, 
David Rothman, New York District centennial 
chairman, recalled the water that rushed in, 
the FEMA trailers that dotted the landscape 
and the look of despair in the eyes of the 
residents. His voice broke as he told the story. 
While serving as a lieutenant governor when 
Hurricane Katrina struck, Rothman helped 
send supplies to Louisiana. Those Kiwanis club 

members responded in kind after the 2013 
Sandy storm, helping New York Kiwanians get 
back on their feet. 

Former district governor Eric Paul, “The 
inclusion of a New York centennial playground 
was important. The community was struggling 
to raise the needed funds to rebuild, so our 
choice of that location provided the enthusiasm 
and funds to rebuild the playground and help 
rebuild the community.”

ILLINOIS-EASTERN IOWA 
DISTRICT – INGLESIDE, 
ILLINOIS
Gabby couldn’t wait for President Button to 
get out of the way of a new playground in 
Ingleside.  As soon as Button cut the ribbon, 
she wheeled her way onto the brand new 
fully accessible playground, banged on the 
plastic drum set and sat with her mother and 
father on the specially designed teeter totter. 
The 12-year-old tri-athlete hasn’t had many 
chances to be a kid at her neighborhood 
playground. Living with spina bifida, Gabby 
was limited in the places she could play. 

Children from the Penguin 
Project performed for 
Kiwanians attending a 
centennial banquet in 
Gurnee, Illinois. The 
Penguin Project teams 
special-needs children with 
able-bodied counterparts 
to teach musical theater. 
The performance started 
with “Daddy Warbucks” 
reminding “Annie” in song 
that “you’re never fully 
dressed without a smile” 
from the musical “Annie.” 
“This project gives the 

opportunity for these kids to do what all kids 
do,” said Penguin Project Director Andrew 
Morgan. The children received a standing 
ovation after their two-hour performance. 

ITALY-SAN MARINO DISTRICT – 
MILAN, ITALY
Kiwanis International’s centennial 
celebrations continued in Milan, Italy, where 
the district opened an athletic playground 
at Giovanni Pascali Secondary School. 
Local Kiwanians raised money to replace 
an aging basketball court. The new surface 
will accommodate basketball and volleyball. 
As part of the sports field opening, student 
sports teams were recognized for their 
activities throughout the school year.
 
Additionally, a local Kiwanis Day was held 
at the 2015 Milan Expo, the modern day 
World’s Fair. The day began with a visit 
from the Italian representative of the United 
Nations. It continued with a presentation 
about The Eliminate Project held in an open-
air amphitheater in the heart of the Expo site, 
attended by hundreds of Kiwanians and the 
general public. The celebrations ended with 
a gala dinner hosted by the Kiwanis Club of 
Milan Centro. 

Groundbreaking ceremony at Frances X. Hegarty School, Long Island. 

No trip to New York would be complete without 
a visit to Chinatown, where Kiwanians enjoyed a 
centennial celebration with an Asian flair.

“This project 
gives the 
opportunity 
for these 
kids to do 
what all 
kids do.”
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BELGIUM-LUXEMBOURG 
DISTRICT – LUXEMBOURG CITY
The centennial celebration in Luxembourg 
City was held in conjunction with the Kiwanis 
International-European Federation convention. 
To celebrate, the Belgium-Luxembourg District 
exhibited 25 8-foot Kiwanis doll statues 
throughout Luxembourg City to observe their 
dedication to children who are hospitalized and 
need comfort. The statues replicate the fabric 
dolls Kiwanis members give to ill children. 
Initially blank, the statues were decorated by 
regional artists and auctioned to raise more 
funds to provide Kiwanis dolls in hospitals in 
Belgium and Luxembourg. 

One of the artists who decorated a statue, 
Elisabeth Herckes, knew Kiwanis through the 
doll her son, then 5 years old, had been given 
by Kiwanians. “As a mother, I wanted to give 
back by sharing my passion and my art with 
Kiwanis,” Herckes says. The fabric dolls are 
made in a workshop by adults who live with 
disabilities.

INDIANA DISTRICT – 
INDIANAPOLIS 
From pancakes on Monument Circle to 
birthday cake at the 100th Kiwanis Convention, 
Indianapolis was the final stop on the 

Centennial Tour. The entire Kiwanis family 
gathered in the Kiwanis’ headquarters city to 
conclude the celebrations and be reminded of 
Kiwanis’ achievements throughout the decades.

To leave a lasting impact, the Indiana District 
partnered with the local community center, 
Hawthorne Center for Working Families. There, 
they replaced an aging playground with a brand 
new structure for children who live and play 
in an impoverished area west of downtown 
Indianapolis. Working with the Indianapolis 
Parks Department, the district raised the 
funds needed to provide a safe oasis of play for 
children who receive tutoring, day care and food 
at the Hawthorne Center. 

“The Kiwanis centennial playground is more 
than a one-time gift to area children,” says 
Trena Roudebush, Indiana District centennial 
chairwoman. “It became the catalyst for a 
long-term relationship between local clubs, 
community members and the Hawthorn Center 
for Working Families, a true cornerstone of the 
neighborhood.”

The initial vision for the project grew to include 
nearly 4,000 hours of service by Circle K 
members benefiting hundreds of families in the 
neighborhood and an increased awareness of the 
benefits of play for countless leaders throughout 
the state. 

Imagine the things we can do together.

THE NEXT 100 YEARS
Kids need Kiwanis. 

Kids needed Kiwanis 100 years ago. And 
they’ll need Kiwanis for the next 100. As we 
look to the future, Kiwanians are challenged to 
ask themselves, “what if?” What if a kid helped 
by Kiwanis grows up and finds a cure for 
cancer? What if a kid helped by Kiwanis grows 
up and ends world hunger? 

This is the work of Kiwanis 
clubs everywhere. 

https://vimeo.com/131220597
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2014-15 KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Row 1:  Stan D. Soderstrom, Indianapolis, Indiana, USA; Susan A. “Sue” Petrisin, Lansing, 

Michigan, USA; John R. Button, MD, Ridgetown, Ontario, Canada; Gunter Gasser, Spittal 
an der Drau, Austria; Jane M. Erickson, Bellevue, Nebraska, USA

Row 2:  Elizabeth M. Tezza, Sullivans Island, South Carolina, USA; Kenneth A. “Ken” Alovera, 
Roxas City, the Philippines; James M. Rochford, Peoria, Illinois, USA

Row 3:  Patricia “Patti” Barsotti, Concord, California, USA; Koshiro “Kit” Kitazato, Tokyo, Japan; 
Barbara K. “Barb” Thompson, Saint Louis, Missouri, USA

Row 4:  Marcel A. Kreienbühl, Waldkirch, Switzerland; Dewey Smith, Albany, Georgia, USA; 
Florencio C. “Poly” Lat, Metro Manila, the Philippines

Row 5:  Arthur N. Riley, Westminster, Maryland, USA; Óskar Guðjónsson, Kópavogur, Iceland; 
Kevin Dean, Morgantown, West Virginia, USA; Dennis M. Oliver, Gulfport, Mississippi, 
USA; Patrick R. Ewing, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada; Bruce Berven, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada

2014-15 KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Row 1:  Ann Updegraff Spleth, Indianapolis, Indiana, USA; Stan D. Soderstrom, Indianapolis, 

Indiana, USA; Robert A. “Bob” Parton Jr., Hillsboro Beach, Florida, USA; Mark B. 
Rabaut, Woodland Park, Colorado, USA; Lance M. Incitti, Danville, New Jersey, USA; 
Chia Sing “Sing” Hwang, Selangor, Malaysia

Row 2:  Jane M. Erickson, Bellevue, Nebraska, USA; Gunter Gasser, Spittal an der Drau, Austria; 
Cynthia K. “Cindy” Champer, Toledo, Ohio, USA

Row 3:  Valerie Gringeri, Bergamo, Italy; Alice M. Savage, Windsor, Maine, USA

Row 4:  Benjamin R. “Ben” Osterhout, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, USA; John E. Mayfield, 
Ashland City, Tennessee, USA; Ronald E. “Ron” Smith, Fountain Hills, Arizona, USA

Row 5:  Angus S. “Gus” Lamond Jr., North Chesterfield, Virginia, USA; George E. H. Cadman, 
QC, Vancouver, British Columbia; Patrick E. “Pat” Tritt, Athens, Georgia, USA

Dedicated, engaged
  involved



22    2014–15 ANNUAL REPORT  |  KIWANIS KIWANIS  |  2014–15 ANNUAL REPORT  23

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (US$ 000s)   
As of September 30  

 

ASSETS: 2015 2014
Cash and equivalents  $2,509   $2,681 
Investments  20,517   23,233 
Receivables  329   314 
Advances to affiliates  733   738 
Merchandise inventory  584   544 
Prepaid expenses and other  882   647 
Property and equipment  4,335   4,700 

TOTAL ASSETS  $29,889   $32,857 

LIABILITIES:   
Accounts payable  $668   $1,153 
Accounts payable to affiliates  63   58 
Funds invested for Kiwanis Youth Programs  2,007   2,064 
Liability insurance claims  733   668 
Other liabilities  683   726 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  4,154   4,669 

NET ASSETS:  
Operating Fund  18,126   20,360 
Publications Fund  2,609   2,828 
Insurance Fund  5,000   5,000 

TOTAL NET ASSETS  25,735   28,188 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $29,889   $32,857 

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (US$ 000s)   
Years Ended September 30  

REVENUES: 2015 2014
Membership dues and fees  $8,909   $8,880 
Magazine subscriptions  1,063   1,103 
Liability insurance fees  2,269   1,739 
Service Leadership Programs fees  112   79 
Merchandise sales  1,806   1,493 
Convention fees  1,746   573 
Advertising  48   63 
Investment income, net of fees  348   321 
Management fee  1,883   1,360 
Sponsorship income  270   214 
Grants  182   192 
Other  207   121 

TOTAL REVENUES  18,843   16,138 

EXPENSES:  
Membership education  2,115   2,811 
Communications  2,322   1,581 
Corporate relations  367   306 
Service Leadership Programs  1,088   1,242 
Global services  772   818 
Merchandise sales and expenses  1,225   1,395 
Publications  1,332   1,565 
International convention  1,661   1,244 
Liability insurance  2,083   1,193 
Kiwanis International Foundation  -     354 
Grants  157   172 
General and administrative  4,115   3,737 
Membership services  1,121   1,032 
Governance  1,605   1,584 
Currency exchange and bad debt losses  434   163 

TOTAL EXPENSES  20,397   19,197 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS  (1,554)  (3,059)
Realized and unrealized gains (losses) on investments  (899)  1,868 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $(2,453)  $(1,191)

 

OPERATING FUND

PUBLICATIONS FUND

INSURANCE FUND

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 2015 NET ASSETS

2015 REVENUES 2015 EXPENSES
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION   
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (US$ 000s)   
As of September 30  

ASSETS: 2015 2014
Cash and equivalents  $3,396   $2,504 
Investments  14,716   14,927 
Contributions receivable  28,985   19,104 
Cash value of life insurance contracts  247   234 
Beneficial interest in assets held by others  137   297 
Other assets  6   18 

TOTAL ASSETS  $47,487   $37,084 

LIABILITIES:   
Accounts payable  $5   $18 
Payable to affiliates  409   359 
Grants payable  -     113 
Annuities payable  157   163 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  571   653 

NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY):  
Unrestricted  -     -   
Temporarily restricted  34,990   24,678 
Permanently restricted  11,926   11,753 
TOTAL NET ASSETS  46,916   36,431 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $47,487   $37,084 
  

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (US$ 000’s)   
Years ended September 30 

REVENUES: 2015 2014
Contributions  $23,891   $22,221 
Investment income (loss), net of fees  326   242 
Grants  1,500   -   
Other  -     349 

TOTAL REVENUES  25,717   22,812 

EXPENSES:  
Grants, programs and education  9,334   9,830 
General and administrative  1,509   1,211 
Fundraising  2,539   2,790 
Currency exchange and  bad debt losses  1,120   713 
Change in value of annuities  29   18 

TOTAL EXPENSES  14,531   14,562 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS   11,186   8,250 
Realized and unrealized gains (losses) on investments  (701)  1,108 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $10,485   $9,358 

CIRCLE K INTERNATIONAL AND KIWANIS YOUTH PROGRAMS 
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (US$ 000s)   
As of September 30  
 Circle K International Kiwanis Youth Programs
ASSETS: 2015 2014 2015 2014  
Cash and equivalents  $73  $90  $660  $627 
Investments  -   -   2,007   2,064 
Receivables  1   -   29   54 
Other assets  14   6   201   94 

 TOTAL ASSETS   $88   $96   $2,897   $2,839 

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS:      
Due to Kiwanis International  $14   $64   $325   $324 
Other Liabilities  1   -   114   88 
Net Assets-Unrestricted  73   32   2,458   2,419 
Net Assets-Temporarily Restricted  -     -     -   8 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS   $88   $96   $2,897   $2,839 
     

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (US$ 000’s) 
Years ended September 30     

REVENUES:     
Membership dues and fees  $323   $321   $2,598   $2,490 
Service Leadership Program fees  -   -   474   474 
Investment income (loss)  -   -   38   33 
Subsidies from Kiwanis International  391   291   281   465 
Grants  20   16   25   195 
Other  4   1   8   14 

TOTAL REVENUES   738   629   3,424   3,671 

EXPENSES:     
Membership education  394   329   407   464 
Service Leadership Program  -   -   1,448   1,396 
Communications  11   21   105   61 
International convention  79   156   189   298 
Publications  5   2   113   148 
Grants, programs and education  75   60   8   135 
General and administrative  35   32   392   445 
Membership services  98   67   637   652 

TOTAL EXPENSES   697   667   3,299   3,599 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS   41   (38)  125   72 
Realized and unrealized gains (losses) on investments  -     -     (94)  159 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   $41   $(38)  $31   $231 
     

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

484
4,930

458

5,203

13,564 271,923

12,438
244,175

MEMBERSHIP

-5.4%
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+5.5%

MEMBERSHIP

CLUBS CLUBS

CIRCLE K KEY CLUB
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 KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL AND AFFILIATES – CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS   
  

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (US$ 000s)   
As of September 30  

ASSETS: 2015 2014
Cash and equivalents  $6,637   $5,902 
Investments  35,233   38,160 
Receivables  359   369 
Contributions receivable  28,985   19,104 
Merchandise inventory  584   544 
Prepaid expenses and other  1,103   764 
Beneficial interest in assets held by others  137   297 
Cash value of life insurance contracts  248   234 
Property and equipment  4,335   4,700 

TOTAL ASSETS  $77,621   $70,074 

LIABILITIES:   
Accounts payable  $674   $1,172 
Accounts payable—affiliates  78   66 
Grants payable  -     113 
Deferred revenue and other liabilities  798   814 
Liability insurance accrual  733   668 
Annuities payable  156   163 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  2,439   2,996 

NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY):  
Unrestricted  28,266   30,639 
Temporarily restricted  34,990   24,686 
Permanently restricted  11,926   11,753 

TOTAL NET ASSETS  75,182   67,078 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $77,621   $70,074  

 
  

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (US$ 000s)   
Years ended September 30 

REVENUES: 2015 2014
Membership dues, fees and subscriptions  $16,909   $15,106 
Contributions  23,891   22,083 
Merchandise sales  1,806   1,493 
Advertising  48   62 
Investment income (loss), net of fees  712   596 
Service Leadership Programs  586   553 
Grants  1,500   -   
Sponsorship Income and other  488   360 

TOTAL REVENUES  45,940   40,253 

EXPENSES:  
Membership education  2,796   3,527 
Communications  2,434   1,659 
Corporate relations  367   306 
International convention  1,855   1,661 
Service Leadership Programs  1,504   1,477 
Global services  772   818 
Merchandise, including cost of sales  1,225   1,395 
Publications  1,448   1,714 
Liability insurance  2,083   1,193 
Grants  8,473   8,914 
Other program expenses  703   648 
General and administrative  4,973   4,817 
Membership services  1,825   1,736 
Governance  1,605   1,584 
Fundraising  2,495   2,700 
Currency exchange, bad debt expense and other  1,554   876 
Change in value of annuities  29   18 

TOTAL EXPENSES  36,141   35,043 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS   9,799   5,210 

Realized and unrealized gains (losses) on investments  (1,695)  3,135 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $8,104   $8,345 
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Kiwanis –
  by the numbers

Serving the children of the world
KIWANIS.ORG
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Youth members in Key Club, 
Builders Club and K-Kids

Key Club in 35 nations
Builders Club in 22 nations

K-Kids in 25 nations

Kiwanis clubs in 81 nations
Aktion clubs in 15 nations
Circle K clubs in 15 nations
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